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HEART 

1. Anatomy.  a hollow, pumplike organ of blood circulation, composedmainly of rhythmically contractile smooth m
uscle, located in the chestbetween the lungs and slightly to the left and consisting of fourchambers: a right atriu
m that receives blood returning from the bodyvia the superior and inferior vena cavae, a right ventricle that pu
mpsthe blood through the pulmonary artery to the lungs for oxygenation, aleft atrium that receives the oxygena
ted blood via the pulmonary veinsand passes it through the mitral valve, and a left ventricle that pumpsthe oxyg
enated blood, via the aorta, throughout the body. 

2. Zoology. 
a. The homologous structure in other vertebrates, consisting of fourchambers in mammals and birds and t

hree chambers in reptiles and amphibians. 
b. The analogous contractile structure in invertebrate animals, as thetubular heart of the spider and earth

worm. 

3. The center of the total personality, especially with reference to intuition, feeling, or emotion: 
In your heart you know I'm an honest man. 

4. The center of emotion, especially as contrasted to the head as the center of the intellect: 
His head told him not to fall in love, but his heart had the final say. 

5. Capacity for sympathy; feeling; affection: His heart moved him to help the needy. 
6. Spirit, courage, or enthusiasm: His heart sank when he walked into the room and saw their gloomy faces. 
7. The innermost or central part of anything: Notre Dame stands in the very heart of Paris. 

 
 

 


