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Artist Letter to Students,
Passion is something that we all must hold onto. Some of us know exactly what we want
to do from when we are young and for others, it takes time. However, the best part of finding
out what we want to do is that life is a journey and we are our own conductor. Our interests may
change over time but our passions are just like NYC Subway Transit: sometimes on time, most of
the time delayed due to traffic ahead of us. But we still must get on the train and go about our
business. But when we follow our dreams and passions life becomes more enjoyable during those
times when we unsure of the possibilities.
Walking into Hamilton Grange it was apparent that the administration has set a culture
that is both creative and supportive in the education and overall enhancements of their students.
Middle School is an integral part of our lives. We tend to forge a certain relationship with
education that merges with our passions and understanding of our identity. The who we want
to be and the what we want to do in life starts to formulate. Middle school is important in forging
our identity. Hamilton Grange is exceptional at setting up that foundation through their
supportive and cohesive educational network.
Our Teachers & Writers sessions allowed us to become part of the conversation that
depicted, if nothing else, the sheer possibilities that are out their in the world by going to college.
We could explore career options through our A-Z lists. We began to explore the concept of
college from college tours and discussions. We wrote poems that used our senses to create the
job and/or profession we might explore later in life. We also related the peer pressures we might
face through our current understanding of middle school dynamics in an interactive Q& A session
cultivated through a TV Show. Finally, we worked on explaining who we were, what we wanted
or could offer through our collegiate style essays. Most of all, I learned about the talent that was
in the building that would be shining through the streets in Harlem to change the world. It has
been an honor to help cultivate the ambitions and passions of a unique bunch of students into
strong voices that depict their future dreams and career goals. I know you all will go on to do
great things.

Jay Howard
Writer-in-Residence
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Hamilton Grange
A-Z List of Career Options
Class 701, 702 & 703
(Students were asked to compose a list of possible career paths…)

A- Astronaut, Artist, Author, Architect, Acrobat
B- Biologist, Basketball Player, Ballistic Engineer, Beautician
C- Cook, Cop, Coach, Comic Book Creator
D- Doctor, Dentist, Director, Designer
E- Engineer, Entertainer, Explorer, Electrician, Eye Doctor, Exterminator, Ecologist
F- Football Player, Firefighter, FBI, Food Critic
G- Geologist, Graphic Designer, Gymnast, Game Hunter, Gamer
H- Health Care Workers, Heart Doctor, Homework Tutor
I- Illustrator, Inspector
J-Journalist, Judge
K-Karate
L- Lawyer, Librarian
M- Marine Biologist, Military, Manager, MTA Worker, Movie Producer,
Musician, Mayor, Model
N- Nurse, Nascar Driver, Navy Seal, Nanny
O- Opera Singer, Orthodontist
P- President, Pharmacist, Police Officer, Pilot, Pediatrician, Private Investigator
Q- Quarterback
R- Racer, Rapper, Real Estate Engineer, Restaurant Owner
S-Scientist, Singer, Soccer Player, Sergeant, Surgeon, Soldier
T- Teacher
U- Uber Driver
V- Veterinarian, Vice President, Video Game Designer
W- Wrestler, Waiter
X- X-ray Person, X Games Contestant
Y-YouTuber, Yoga Instructor
Z- Zookeeper
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Justin Ahorrio
One of my hobbies is baseball. My dream job is to be a professional baseball
player. I like to play a lot and baseball is fun to play. Someone that influenced me is Derek
Jeter. He influenced me because I watched a lot of games that the Yankees played and
I like how he played.

Nayelis Arias
As a student, I have various goals and things that I aim to do in the future. Things
that motivate me to do so would have to be my mindset and my family. Throughout this
essay, I will be describing my goals and motivations in depth.
One of my main goals in life would be to become a lawyer. I will accomplish so by
getting good grades and keeping a positive character. Good grades will help me get good
acceptance letters which will guarantee my acceptance.
Things that motivate to do this would have to be me family and my mindset. My
mindset is set up so that people who doubted me would be surprised to see me
successful. I always envision people telling me, “Oh Nayelis? You’re a lawyer?” and I aim
to hear that sometime in my future. Something else that motivates me is my family. They
also want me to be successful and I know that them seeing me be successful will make
them happy and proud.
To sum up these are my goals and the ways that I am to accomplish it in the future.
What I do right now will help me in the long run.

I would see witnesses, the plaintiff, the judge
I would hear, “the verdict is…”
I would feel nervous and afraid of the choices the judge makes
I would taste water from the plastic cup
I would smell fresh air
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Gabriela Borbon
Hi, my name is Gabriela. I am 12 years old and I attend The Hamilton Grange
Middle School. I have a passion for myself to be a doctor. I’ve always wanted to be one.
When I failed many math teste in 6th grade, I thought I was going to fail. So, I gave up and
went hard on myself by saying, “I’m a failure, I’m not going to pass,” every day. However,
now I really want to accomplish my goals. My dream job is to be a doctor. I’ve always
wanted to be a doctor since I was young. I want to be a doctor because I want to help
others who are very ill or sick.
I would see photos,
flash photography
I would hear the flash,
the click from the camera,
flash photography
I would feel the photos
I would smell the photos
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Mia Bradley-Hannibal
Do you know who you really are? It took me time to identify the real me. And I'm
still concluding everything about me, when it comes to my family, friends, and life in
general.
My parents are split. I know that always seems like the same old story. But with me…
it’s very complicated and frustrating. For one, my dad NEVER listens to me. Only when it
comes to shoes, which is very sad. He wants me to call him three times a day. I might not
because I forget or I’m busy. But all he cares about is me calling him. For example, last
week I had the ELA State Exam. But I wasn’t feeling well, so I forgot to call one day, so I
called him later that day. Of course, he went straight to not calling him. So, then I had to
jump in and try to explain but of course he doesn’t listen. So, I pulled in and said, “The
test was fine.”
But with my mom it is different. If you feel or speak the truth, and you let her know
what happened and why I didn’t call her, she’s okay. She doesn’t yell at you or get
stressed out.
So, I learned something. For you to deal with things you must try to get through it.
You have to speak up for yourself. This is why, I want to be a lawyer. I want to speak up
for people that don’t have a voice. I want to fight it out with words in the court. Show
people that justice can be served. So, there you go, I want to be a lawyer.

I would see folders full of papers with people's problems in it
I would hear people arguing,
and a judge’s gavel banging every second
I would feel happy because I am doing what I love,
but sadness for the people I am defending.
I would taste the sweet victory of winning a case
I would smell the sweat from the plaintiff’s hands
I would see cloth everywhere I look
I would hear machines sewing things together
I would fee happiness because I am doing what I love
I would taste blood from me cutting myself
because I am taking apart clothing
I would smell the victory from all the clothes I have sold
I would see pets in need of my help
I would hear growling, meowing, screeching and more
I will feel sad for the animals I am trying to and will cure
I would taste all the hairs entering my nose
and mouth from the shedding
I would smell the stink from their little and big bodies
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Genesis Delacruz
In this 3-paragraph essay, I will be describing 3 things that have led me down the
path I am on now, which are my family, personality and my experiences.
My family are influences in my life that led me down my current path. My family
encourages me to work harder. They do that by telling me not to give up if im struggling
with school or anything. In addition, my family also encourages me to set small goals that
I can achieve. Setting small goals helps me because instead of setting a big goal to
achieve I could set smaller goals to be able to achieve the goal I want to meet or achieve.
From my experience of mistakes, I know that I shouldn’t give up and work harder.
When I make a mistake, I can learn from them. This means that if I make a mistake, I can
keep on trying and review what I did wrong. In addition, when I make a mistake I can try
again to get it correct and set my goals. Meaning that I could set goals to be able to
achieve it and not make the same mistakes again.
A goal I want to be able to achieve in life is to get into a good high school and
college. I could do this by setting small goals. Now I am in the 7th grade, so a small goal
I would set to get into a good high school is to make sure my grades are good in 7 th grade
and 8th grade.

I would see many blueprints
with sketches of buildings
I would hear the movement
of blueprints and pencils
I would feel the air beside me
I would taste the air
as the buildings are being built
I would smell the cement
being used for the buildings
I would see the picture through
the lenses of the camera
I would hear the camera shutter
while the leaves fall off the trees
I would feel happy
I would taste the air
I would smell the flowers beside me
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Jeanine Duran
My personality trait makes me who I am because it shows people the real me and
how I express myself towards them. My hobby makes me who I am because I get to
express something that I really want to do. When I grow up, I want to be a marine biologist.
I want to be this because I want to study the sea life and I want to swim with the fishes.

I would see animals underwater
I would hear the sound of animals
I would feel the animals
I would taste similar things they ate
but it cannot be disgusting
I would smell the sea

Jerilyn Frias
My name is Jerilyn Marie Frias, I am 12 years old and I have a passion for writing
stories online. I feel as if when I write I’m released into a brand-new world. Writing is my
passion, and I will never stop writing.
I don’t really have a talent unless you include having an attitude or writing. I aspire
to one day find a different talent. I tried a lot of new things like dance, sports, art, DJ,
gaming, everything! Currently, I am trying out piano. Hopefully, it’s my new thing. I wish
myself luck.
My dream job is to be a lawyer or author. I’m familiar with the court and law so I’d
be good for that job. I also love to type stories and the readers encourage me to keep
going.
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Aiden Galan
I love Jordans because they have a history behind them and a product inspired by
the greatest player. When I get, older I want to be a marine biologist because I like to
swim and study marine life. I also like this job because it pays well. If I can’t do that then
I will be a ground team army guy.

Mathew Hernandez
Have you ever been the difference that resulted in a victory? I was in a basketball
3vs.3 tournament hosted by an artist. This was two days after my birthday. I saw an
opportunity.
Growing up, basketball was a hobby of mine. As I got older it became more of a
talent for me and I took it more seriously. So, when I heard about this tournament, I called
my good friends and told them about it a week before. They were all hyped to play in the
tournament. Today was the day of the tournament. Once the day started I already knew
it was a lucky day. I got ready and told my friends to meet me at the basketball court.
When we arrived, we noticed the kids were taller than us. We began to worry and asked
how old these kids were. On average, they were at least 17.
I love the sport of basketball. I love basketball because it influences me to strive
for greatness. Hopefully, I will get better and that will help me get into the NBA and help
my family for years to come by.

I would see basketballs, seats,
wooden floors where there is a basket
at each side of the floor
I would hear music playing
and a large crowd of people
I would feel energized and ready to win
I would taste water or Gatorade
I would smell sweat and hot food
from the crowd of people
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Vanessa Jerez
My name is Vanessa Jerez. I am 12 years old and I have a strong passion for
doing art and playing soccer. They are the only two things that keep me sane when I am
not myself. I have drawn and done art since I was 5 years old. I have played soccer as a
goalie since I was 8 years old.
I don’t really like when people take my work or ideas as a joke. I believe this
because everyone has a strong voice in society. If people bring my work as a joke it brings
my self-esteem down. My inspiration for my art is Van Gogh because I feel his art
expresses more than just painting on a canvas, but feelings and thoughts sculpted onto
a canvas. My inspiration for soccer is Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo because they have
worked hard, so hard, on their careers and they accomplished their dreams.

I would see the passion
I once used to have as a young child
I would hear the patients
just calling my name to give them special attention
I would feel the harm done to them
and their generation
I would taste the unsweetened coffee
from that old espresso machine, I hated tasting
I would smell the pink frosted donut
fresh out the box.
I would eat the others, so the docs
would act surprised and say, “What!”

Genesis Jimenez
I love to roller-skate, I love it because one day I was watching TV and I saw that
the girl on the TV was great at roller-skating. I thought if I worked hard at it I could be as
great as her. To this day, I am still learning how to roller-skate.
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Tiffany Jimenez

Should you be yourself when achieving your goal? My personality trait is hard
working and argumentative. I also have passion to do things; to work hard and achieve
my goal. If I make mistakes I will fix them so my work will be as I want it to be. To make
the best out of it, so it could help me through life.
My goal is to be successful like my grandfather. Being successful in my eyes is
having a great career. You will also be successful with great character. Being successful
is taking great opportunities.
My accomplishments are great grades and staying focused in life.
Accomplishments are part of being successful in life. When you accomplish something, it
is like going closer to your goal. We all have opportunities to accomplish that in life.

I would see a lot of soccer balls that are on the grass
I would hear the hard kicks of the ball
I would feel the fresh air in my face as I run
I would taste the sweat that comes down my face
I would smell the fresh grass on the floor

Fari Joseph
One hobby of mine is playing on my PS4 with my friends. Another hobby is playing
basketball so I can get better at it. One reason why I like it is because when I’m mad I can
get all my anger out on the court. This means that I like to play.
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Samuel Molina
My name is Samuel Molina. I love basketball. I’m in the 7th grade. The reason I
love basketball is because of my brother. He inspired me to start playing.
Another person that also influenced me in my life is my mom. She has influenced
me by keeping me going and telling me to never give up. Also by caring for me, providing
food on my table and keeping a roof over my head.

I would see players’ refs, fans
I would hear basketballs bouncing,
refs blowing whistles and fans cheering
I would feel the adrenaline of playing, sweat dripping
I would taste the air and my Gatorade
I would smell sweat and victory as we take the W!
Natalie Moreno
I would see pictures behind the lens
I would hear the shutter of the camera taking the picture
I would feel the exhilaration of the perfect shot
I would taste brisk air of the fall
I would smell the rustiness of the trees
In the beginning of 7th grade, I had an average of 65%. I was determined to have
above a 90% average by the end of the marking period. And guess what? That’s exactly
what I did. By the end of the marking period I had a 96% average. I had passed my goal
because of how determined I was. I am a very determined person in general. I am
always striving to be my best and achieve my short-term goals to achieve my long-term
goals.
In life grades are very important. They show how much you know and how much
you can improve by. It also helps you set goals that you can achieve. I want to be an
architect and I know for a fact that your grades, especially in math, are a big factor to
becoming one. That experience in the beginning of 7th grade was a major influence
because now I know I can do what I set my mind to.

I would taste the many blueprints
I have done for my buildings
I would hear the rustling of papers
moving and pens drawing
I would feel amazement for my design
I would taste the success of all my beautiful work
I would smell the lead being transferred to the paper
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Diego Onofri
Ever since I was little I admired Carlos Tevez, a striker for my favorite soccer team
Juventus. He’s the player that made me like soccer. I was so happy there was a soccer
team in my middle school, but what came after prepared me for a life-time of hard work
and passion.
I joined the middle school soccer team in 6th grade. It was my first year in America
Scores and I was the youngest player on the team. I had a passion for the sport. I would
watch games on TV with my dad. I would play with him and pass. In my first year on the
team, I was uncomfortable and barely knew anyone. I ended up scoring one goal and four
assists.
I wanted to improve after my first season, so I tried to become better every day, I
had low self-esteem after my first year because the other players would make fun of me
and criticize my playing style. After I started scoring and getting assists, they started to
be quiet. This made me work harder.
I would see myself in a highlight play
I would hear the crowd cheering my name
I would feel confident for my next game
I would taste a championship
(like when they put the medal in their mouth)
I would smell victory

Samantha Ortega
A time I experienced failure was when I applied to the TIPP program and I didn’t
get in. However, I did not allow that to affect me too much. Something that I love is to
make jewelry and designing. I like it because jewelry allows me to make something I could
use. Design allows me to make something productive.

I would see diamonds,
jewels, gold and silver
I would hear the pounding
of a hammer pounding on metal
I would feel the strands of chains
falling through my hands
I would smell the musty air filled
with the scent of ink and metal
I would smell the scent of fire and metal
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Skyler Paredes
What’s your personality trait? Well, my trait is being optimistic. This is my trait
because I never give up. I am optimistic because even if I get a low grade on a test, I can
make it up. My personality trait is very excited because I am a person that is happy to see
what my future throws at me.

I would see my jury and my accused
I would hear my voice
I would feel my evidence
I would taste air and coffee
I would smell the sweat of hard work
Delainie Perez
Do you want to go to college? Well I sure do. My name is Delainie Maria Perez, 13
years old, and I would define myself as indecisive and smart. My influence to getting the
best grades I can get is my family. This is because not a lot of people in my family have
graduated or gone to college. This inspires me to do my best and get good grades to get
into a good school.
When I failed a humanities practice test, I felt like I wasn’t smart enough for 7 th
grade. This helped me practice the skills that I wasn’t good at. That encouraged me even
more to get better grades. But that low grade never stopped me from trying my best.
The reason I’m indecisive is because it’s hard for me to decide on things. For
example, I love to bake but I would also love to be a pediatrician. But it’s hard for me to
choose between them. College is going to help me accomplish my dreams. By taking
courses in college it may impact my decision on my future job. In college, I would take on
many different opportunities.

I would see the kids
I would hear the kids screaming
when they get their shots
I would feel the gloves
I would taste the clean air
I would smell hand sanitizer
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Isidora Policarpo
How do you define yourself? What do you think about yourself? Is the thought of
yourself negative or positive? Do you have insecurities or are you conceited?
I would see blood, patients
I would hear heartbeats or heartbeats disappearing
I would feel bodies
I would taste clean air
I would smell cleansing stuff, alcohol

Rebecca Remy
I love my family because they take a major part in my everyday life. My family
supports me through hard times. They lift me up when I’m down. I failed at the ELA
practice reading test. I received a 64. I was disappointed. I learned when I apply myself,
I am capable of anything. My family supported me to do better. Next test I got a 73.

I would see corpses
I would hear the wails
of devastated family members
I would feel the heaviness
of sorrow coming from families
I would taste the salty substance
coming from my eyes
I would smell the iron coming from blood.
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Jaylene Rodriguez
Have you ever felt sad and lonely and needed somebody there for you? Well, I am
somebody you can talk to. I am a caring person, kind and very generous. People often
tell me I am compassionate. There was this one time my friend was very sad. She cried
a lot and I saw her down in tears. I tried to help her out and pull her out of that ocean. I
tried to put a smile on her face. I never left her side until I made her feel better.

Vincent Sanchez-Mejia
I made this essay to tell people about what do you love and why do you love it. I
learned that love is a force of nature. So, you can love about anything. You can love
things like: your mom, your toys, and the Earth. Yeah, people can love right about
anything.

I would see many people in danger
I would hear the sound of help and cries
I would feel the soft fur of a small animal
I would taste the foods that I will eat
I would smell the smoke coming from the buildings

Xavier Sawyer
My passion is to become a football player or a professional songwriter. I can
succeed by going to college to get either a physical scholarship or a degree in music. I
will try to get a degree to achieve my goals. I know I can do this if I keep trying and never
give up. Well this is my passion and If I can succeed in these goals, my passions would
help me to succeed.
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Jaden Torres
There are many stories about how some of the best NBA players got into
basketball. Well, I’m into basketball and here is how I got inspired to play and even why I
love ball. It’s because of Derrick Rose, #25. He is currently playing for the New York
Knicks.
I heard about Derrick Rose in 2009 when he was getting hyped as the next big
thing. I later started watching how he played. He was explosive, could jump high and
much more. This inspired me to play ball and at first I was okay. It took me many years
to improve and now I feel I play way better than when I first started. In 2012, I was shocked
about the news on Rose’s injury. Later I knew he would change because of the torn ACL.
In the end, Rose still inspires me to play ball. Each year I feel like I am improving
on my skills. One day I hope to meet Rose and some other great players, such as Kobe
Bryant.
I would see jump shots being thrown
I would hear cheering, the crowd yelling my name
I would feel excitement rush through me
I would taste my Gatorade
I would smell victory as I make my shot
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Leslie Arocs
The reason why I love to play soccer is because I started playing soccer with my
brothers when I was 5. My older brother taught me how to play soccer then. I liked it,
then I was playing with my friends in school. I started to play soccer with boys that are on
the soccer team. When it was my first time playing with the boys, I didn’t really like it
because I was the only girl playing. But then I liked it. Also, what I feel I like about soccer
is the exercise. Your body benefits and so do your calf muscles. Although soccer is a
strong passion of mine, I only consider it a hobby. When I get older I plan to explore other
opportunities and pursue other dreams of mine. This includes traveling, exploring different
cultures and enjoying the different taste of the world.

Jarilyn Bonilla
I want to be a cop because I want to help people and not have bad people in the
world. When I am a cop, I want to show how I am a good person. I can show that and I
am and I should do so a little more.

Angel Calderon
Playing football makes me feel like one day I’m going to be drafted by the New
York Giants. Become a starting wide receiver my first year and become one of the Top
100 players in the league. I love playing football because when I came from the Dominican
Republic, that was the first sport that I fell in love with. The person that inspires me to play
football more than I used to play is Odell Beckham Jr. My career goals are to break Jerry
Rice’s 208 NFL career touchdown record, his 23,540 receiving yards record and to win
about 3 to 4 Super Bowl rings.
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Jeidy Celadilla
I love singing because of all the beautiful music people create. I am in love with a
lot of songs but I’ll only name three. I can sing freely and have fun with the music. It’s
always fun to dance with my family and enjoy the music with them.
I have always dreamed of singing in front of a lot of people and hearing them so
excited to see me and hear me. And for the longest time I’ve wanted to write a song in
one book I have just for that, but I never get to.

Rosalba De Jesus
My personal personality trait is not feeling pain when I was the age of 10 because
I had a cat named Linda. She would always scratch me almost everywhere in my body. I
used a long shirt so that my family wasn’t worried sick about me. But things have changed
since then. I love my pet cat because she is kind and wakes me up in the morning. And
the way the kitten meows is so adorable. I also have changed. I am a nice student but I
can admit I can be disrespectful at times too. Mostly it’s because I hate when people talk
about things they don’t know. So therefore, I’ve changed, but from now on I will try not to
provoke too much attention so people won’t hate. My family and friends support me all
the way and we could achieve some of our goals.

Kelmelyza Diaz
Yo! My name is Kelmelyza Diaz, most of the people call me “Kemii”! I’m from the
Domincan Republic, from “Yamasa City” and I’m 13 years old. I was born November 30th,
2003. When I grow up I just want money. I want to be able to help people with disabilities
and my family and friends.
I will be able to be rich. My goal is to have money by going to college first. Then I
could have a good job, which means that I have money and can do everything I need. I
have a brother and 1 sister and I want to be able to be with them and my parents.
One thing I love is to be able to be with friends, family and people that I love.
Something I really want is to have 2 kids who should be a boy and a girl. Therefore, I want
to be able to have money. I love ya!
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Elijah Hall
Basketball makes me feel good and excited. It is something I love and i want to
get better at. It teaches me how to be a better person, make friends, teamwork and
sportsmanship.
One thing I failed and refused to give up on in my academic situation is to make
the honor roll. One thing I can do well is stay focused and study. Another thing that will
make me proud and my family proud is to get into a good high school to continue
getting good grades and continue developing to the best of my abilities being a
basketball player.
One thing I can do to achieve this is to keep getting good grades throughout my
7th and 8th grade years in middle school. I started playing basketball at a young age, at
5 years old My inspiration to play this sport comes from my father, friends and cousins
who help me every day to become a better basketball player.
I go to parks every day to practice on my basketball skills. I love the sport of
basketball because it makes me feel that I can be the best at what I do. Me and my
friends encourage each other to be better. I like to play 3-on-3 and full court because I
like to run up and down the court. I love to know how to operate with the ball and have
ball movement. Also, because my other teammates can get involved in the game. So,
therefore I love to run full court and 3-on-3 games outside the school.
I enhance my skill set by driving to the basket and shooting mid-range shots. I
also must post up in the paint because it is my job to guard the paint whenever I’m on
defense playing a 2-3 zone. I also enhance my skill set by going to the nearest
basketball court to practice on my game and get better as I get older. I am hopeful I can
play at the next level in high school and college. Therefore, this is how I stay on my
game: playing school basketball and getting good grades.
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Sabrina Jimenez
When i was starting school in the DR for two years, the language was hard for me
to speak. Coming to America I did not know that much English. When I started school in
America it was a little bit hard for me because I did not know that much English. It was a
little bit rough for me. My dad did not know English at all. So, I spoke English and Spanish.
The experience was happy. I moved to America when I was 5 years old. I was in first
grade.
When I came to America I felt a little bit happy because I saw my family. I felt
confident when I came to New York and stayed with my family. My dream is to be there.
It is the very least I can do because I speak both languages. It would help me to connect
with my family and people from different communities.

Sally Keita
The theme I would like to talk about is growing up in the Bronx because I loved
living there with my friends and family. I wanted to stay living in the Bronx because I miss
both of my best friends. I could trust them with all my secrets because I grew up with
them. We always would go to each other’s house and have fun on the weekends.
My general interest is a faithful Muslim because we all believe in different things.
My personality is being a faithful Muslim because as a Muslim I like following my religion.
My whole family believes in god and we want to be faithful for the people we care about.
To talk about this topic makes me sad because there’s people who left the religion or
committed suicide so I want to keep strong about my religion.
My hobbies are baking and wrestling my brothers and sisters. My
accomplishments are passing and getting good grades. My personality and my faith will
help me succeed because it will help keep me good and it would help me to fulfill my
dreams.
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Wesley Martinez
When I grow up I want to be a gamer because making games is fun. I can take my
own idea to make it into a game. It would be part of my career because people would love
my game. I love this idea because I can create something original from my own idea.

Deovany Mora
I love playing games because those are my favorite things. Since I was born, the
games I play are sports and actions. Yes, I fail when it comes to playing, but when I
practiced I thought to myself I was good enough to beat any game. Even games like NFL
Madden, FIFA & NBA2K. I practice every day just to get right on the
game.

Justin Pimentel
I love playing basketball with my friends at my home park. I could learn about
teamwork and sportsmanship. One failure that I had was when I was in the sixth grade I
made it to the basketball team. And then I failed half of my classes. Then I couldn’t play
for seven games because I was failing my classes. So now I know that you must be good
in school to play basketball.
Now I am in the 7th grade and I passed all my classes to play for the basketball
team. To play for the basketball team, you have to pass all your grades. Also, I like to
play football with my friends in recess. Also, I want to go to a good college so my little
brother and cousin could follow my footsteps and go to a better college than me. In
addition, I want to get my parents out of trouble. In conclusion, I like spending time with
my family.

Nayeli Reyes
My name is Nayeli Reyes. I am from the Dominican Republic. I am 13 years old
and I am going to be 14 in October. When I grow up, I want to be a lawyer. I want to go
to Columbia University. I want to be a lawyer because I want to help people that do not
have anyone who could help them. For example, like one their court case. However, when
I get older, I would also like to help my parents to have a better life. Like they did for me,
I will do it for them, my sisters and my brothers. I want to have 2 kids and get married in
the Dominican Republic for more than half of my family could be there. The reason I want
to make money is because I want to make my family happy and have a good life.
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Yulinet Rodriguez
So I like hockey because it's fun. I also like hockey because you can hit people
with the stick. My favorite position to play is goalie because you kind of get to choose who
wins and who doesn't. But I changed my mind after something happened. Basically, it
was field day and I got my team to the semifinals. I felt dizzy because I was scared. Then
I heard someone yell at me. I noticed that I had let the puck go in the goal. In this moment,
I realized that even though I’m not that good at sports, I still have fun playing them.
In conclusion, I like hockey for 3 main reasons. My first reason is that it is fun.
Furthermore, I like hockey because if you get mad you can hit someone with the stick.
Lastly, it’s easier than ice hockey.

Dhamarys Santos
In 2015 when I was 10, I started drawing. But I remember I couldn’t draw. So, I
always got upset but always had fun at the same time. I was also inspired by the drawings
of animators I saw on YouTube. I really want to draw like them. But then I realized many
people get copied a lot so I tried drawing in my own style. So, I thought and thought about
a new way to draw. Then, a few days later, I made a new art style of my own. I was proud
of myself and the new artwork I had just created on my own. I liked drawing animals. This
is what I did until 2016
Last year, I decided instead of drawing only animals, that I should also draw
humans too. I tried to draw humans but they came out in a cartoony style. But I was still
proud of it. Therefore, I draw only animals and humans in my art style.
This year, 2017, I still am improving on my artwork. I’m still trying the best I can. I
was self-taught on drawing. I was also inspired, which opened me to start drawing on a
consistent basis. Therefore, I like to draw and I use my imagination to continue drawing.

Jonathan Valdez
I love playing games like Destiny and GTA because those are my favorite things
to do in the weekend or when it’s break. I define myself being a good student in school
for getting good grades. An influence in my life that led to my current path was that I was
going to be a basketball player but I don’t want to because I’m interested in baseball.
Baseball is my second favorite sport because my dad use to teach me how to catch, throw
and hit with a baseball bat.
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Woodjerson Varice
I am a calm and confident person. I am also respectable and nice to others. I am
also very smart. A failure has been when I was talking in class and I was supposed to
sing in class. I learned never to talk in class.

Juan Visoso
Have you ever had a personality trait that defines you? Because I do. When I was
small in Pre-K, I was a shy kid and didn’t talk much to the other kids. Now my talent is
making friends. A personality trait that I have that is unique is making friends quickly.

Joseph Walsh
I will start this essay by stating my career choice which is a corps marine. I want
this as my career because my father was in the military and he inspires me. I am a brave,
confident and nice person. I’m also funny and make people happy when they are sad.
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Jasmin Alvarez
What I love is My Family, Mr. Bolton, Damaris, Coach Rob, Ms. Rennigo, Ms.
Angie, Grandparents, Mr. Smith, Mr. Lev because throughout the years they have helped
me to succeed where i am today. One thing that they did was, Mr. Bolton is a great person
to talk to and help me with the issues I have and he is there for me. And Damaris (BFF)
because she is very kind and smart and listens to me.
I would see the beauty of the soccer field
I would hear the crowd saying, “Goaaaal”!!!!
I would feel excited, super energetic and happy
I would taste the victory of how I won the soccer game
I would smell the chips and the food

Cheryln Echavarria
I love my family because they care about me and they love me. They help me if i
have a problem. They cheer me up when i am depressed and they make me smile every
day. I can count on them most of the time when I have something to tell someone. They
influence me by teaching me helpful things.
I would define myself as a mature person because when there is a problem I tell
my mother or someone else. I don’t do things that don’t feel right to me and I always try
my best to cheer up my friends or my family members. My mom influences me because
she is the one that keeps pushing me forward to learn and get good grades in school.
She teaches me what is right if I do something wrong. She also teaches me things I need
to know when I get older.
A story that I always tell my friends and family is when I went to a haunted house
that was near mine with a friend. There was backyard in the house and my friend and I
decided to sneak in. Then we saw that it was almost like a farm so we wanted a chick.
We decided to take an egg to see it hatch. Next, the man that owned the farm was coming
and my friend and I got out and left as soon as possible. Afterwards, my friend had to
leave and gave me the egg to take care of. It was a horrible idea because I didn’t know
what to do. So, the egg just got rotten and I threw it away. The moral of the story would
be don’t steal, and don’t get something you don’t know what to do with. This relates to
what my mother has taught me because she always tells me what’s right, but what I did
in the past was not ok.
I would see people cheering
I would hear voices and screaming
I would feel ready, excited, competitive
I would taste water and victory after the games
I would smell sweat and the game
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Linus Farer
My Name is Linus Vladimir Aristy Farer. I am 12 years old and attend Hamilton
Grange Middle School in Hamilton Heights in New York City. I was born on September
5th 2004 In Saint Vincent's Hospital in the West Village. I have one little brother named
Luc and live with both of my parents. My blood line is very confusing as my mom, who is
Dominican, married my dad, who is Scottish, Canadian and Russian. So it can be very
confusing.
I have lived in New York my whole life; however one thing I love to do is fly to
Colorado to see my grandparents, my aunt and uncle. Now even though I don't really
reflect on any of my heritages, one thing I caught onto was calling my grandma on my
dad's side, Bubba, which if you don't know is Russian for grandma.
Now getting I started school with Pre-Kindergarten, I started at a school called P.S.
153. it was fun at first but school got hard as I was bullied badly in school so when my
2nd grade school year ended my mom made the switch for me. I moved to a school call
Muscota New School or P.S. 314. Now unlike P.S. 153, I lived a 2 minute walk from there.
Muscota was way uptown at 204th St and Broadway. At the time our house was being
renovated and we were living in a house in more downtown at 97th St so I was over 100
city Blocks from my school. However, by the end of the first month it was all better so
when we moved back to our house I could start taking the school bus. Now some may
say this is better but for me I had to get up much earlier just to get to school 30 minutes
before it starts, crazy. However, I could make many friends and some of my best
memories were in 3rd grade.
My teacher Victoria (yes we called them by their first names) was the nicest teacher
ever; she was always calm and kind and was super helpful. We always went on trips and
I was able to pass really good. Now next year,my new teachers were Mike and Shara.
Since we were a small school, 2 classes per grade when you get into 4th and 5th grade
there is a 4th grade class and a 5th grade class and then a class in between for both 4th
and 5th graders; that's where I was. Now unlike Victoria they did not take us on trips and
they were much stricter. For all of 4th grade I slacked and I should had failed that grade
but my teachers were kind enough and gave me a second chance.
When I started 5th grade I still slacked around and all the way till November I only
gave 25% in effort. Then that's when it hit: all my teachers were worried. They said I was
going to fail, so that's when I started working my tail off. When my second parent teacher
conference came, my teachers were super proud of my progress. There was one key
component that helped me over Christmas break. My family did our normal trip to
Colorado. While I was there, it turned out my family and my teachers had this plan to help
me work better. They gave me a computer. I was crying tears of joy when I saw it.
When I got back my grades went right where they were. See, my hand had a writing
disorder and to this day I still need a computer to work. I ended the year of as a passing
student and good test scores. I said my goodbyes knowing that this was the end of my
chapter in primary school I was ready for my next. I had a very long summer with me
going to Canada and then Colorado and then North Carolina. Now as that year came to
the end, I started my new chapter in middle school. Walking into Hamilton Grange was a
message this time. I started a cool program called HEAF. It was a high school and college
prep program. Even though I did not have many friends or felt like I didn’t fit in, here at
HEAF I have a place, I have friends and it's super fun. Now fast forward to now, I am
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almost done with 7th grade: 3 more months to go, 1 out of the 3 state exams and I am
done.
I would see my computer
and people looking at screens in a office.
I would hear the sound of people
clicking the keyboards buttons
I would feel my hand pressing on the
keyboard, putting in the last piece of code
I would taste the coffee that is keeping me awake
I would smell coffee in the air
for everybody to stay awake

Surelys Infante
“I am who I am, not yet,” by Maxine Green. When I grow up I would like to be a
surgeon. I would like to be a surgeon because I love helping people when they are sick
to help them feel better. I love helping people because it’s not fair for the sick people that
must go through that pain inside.
I would also like to be a dancer because dancing is my passion and I have been
dancing my whole life. I like to dance because I like the beats and the movement. When
I dance, I get happy and excited because it makes me feel free, alive and like a new
person.
Lastly, I would like to be a baker. I would like to be a baker because baking has
been a passion of mine since I was 9. I like to bake because baking helps me relieve
stress and I can share with my family and friends at the end. These are the 3 jobs I would
like to pursue as a career.
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Trecy Jones
I love baseball and basketball and my family because they are the ones that
inspired me to play baseball and make me as good as i am. One reason why is because
I can tell them anything and can rely on them to help me. Another reason is because if
I’m doing something wrong in anything my family would show me the correct way to do it.
I love baseball because I believe that I’m very good at and I think I have the talent to make
it to the MLB.
My brothers and my dad taught me all the fundamentals for baseball to help me
get better. I did a lot of work and training to get where I am today. My dream goal is to
play in the MLB. I will achieve it by working hard and training to get stronger.
I would see thousands of fans
I would hear a lot of screaming
and the ball hitting the bat
I would feel the excitement and the intensity
I would taste gum and sunflower seeds
I would smell grown men and sweat

Roselyn Mendez
Dear College,
I want to go to this college because I feel like in this school I can learn better and I
could be successful. I can also do the things I need to get my dream job. School is
important to me because I want to get my dream job. My dream job is becoming an
actress because I like acting. Acting makes me feel happy.
I would see a lot of people that are important
I would hear screaming fans
I would feel excitement to do what I want
I would taste excitement
I would smell my hard work
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Clanelfis Ortiz
One of my hobbies is basketball. Basketball is my hobby because it is a big
strength for me. Basketball inspired me in many ways. It also showed me that it doesn’t
matter what people say about girls playing basketball. You will have the right to do
whatever you want.
When I was in the 4th and 5th grade, I sucked at playing basketball. I never gave
up and I never said no to myself. After months, I started practicing and practicing. Then
one day I decided to play and I scored a bunch of threes.
What inspired me to play sports was the ability to be someone in life and to be able
to be an athlete. Eventually my goal is to turn my passion for basketball into a career
opportunity. I will commit to this by playing basketball in high school and on a basketball
team in college.

Hamlet Pena
I would see rave lights and a screaming audience
I would hear intense music
I would feel invincible
I would taste Mountain Dew and Doritos

Kevin Pita
My passion in life is basketball. I see it as a hobby. When I play basketball, it makes
me calm. I love basketball. I love basketball because it is fun. I missed a three-point shot
that cost me the game. Then after the game, I practiced shooting so I won’t miss the next
time. But no matter how I play I think it’s fun.

Yanelis Quintana
My name is Yanelis Quintana and I am 14 years old. My personality trait is being
strong. I define myself as when I’m down, I start to lead myself with confidence.
I would see fabric when I’m designing
I would hear people talking
about how proud they are of my work.
I would feel the excitement of how my work is amazing
I would taste the money
I would smell my own store
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Kelly Rodriguez
Hello there, I am Kelly A. Rodriguez. I was born and raised in New York City. I
have two siblings. My older brother, Eric Valdez and my younger sister, Katie Rodriguez.
I go to school with my best friends, Nelson and Yanelis. I define myself as a girl who is
an artist. My influences are my friends, my mom, my siblings and Steph Curry. This is my
life.

Nelson Tavaras
We don’t make history, history makes us. This is Nelson and you will be reading
my history. My influences are my friends and my family. I also want to be with my friends.
But no, this does not define me because I depend on my grades. I will never give up. I
need to have a manageable goal to achieve it. My parents would tell me never give up,
follow your dreams.

Arlene Valdez
Dear Future College,
My name is Arlene Valdez. I would like to attend your school because you have
the resources and classes that I need to get my dream job. School is important because
it gives me the education that can help me in the future.
My dream job is to be a pediatrician. I want to be a pediatrician because when I go
to the doctor, I hear babies and kids crying and I feel that when I become a doctor I can
make them feel well. I want babies and kids to be healthy and happy.
In conclusion, therefore, I should enter this college. This will help me to attain my
dream job and make an impact in the world.

Alex Valencia
I would see engines
I would hear cars getting started
I would feel dust all over the place
I would taste water
I would smell oil
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Lizbeth Vargas
I would define myself as loyal. My positive influences and other people’s judgment
have led me down my current path. Being loyal has helped me make true friends. It has
also helped me earn people’s trust.
I failed to plan something and waited until the last minute. My failure taught me
that I should plan things ahead of time. For example, this one time my cousin and I
planned a night to go downtown to have fun. But we planned it last minute and some of
our friends couldn’t go.
I would see sweats
I would hear people chatting in the bakery
I would feel dough
I would taste cookies, brownies, cupcakes etc.
I would smell freshly baked goods

Samuel Velez
One of my personality traits is that I like playing soccer and play with my friends as
a hobby. Even when there is snow, rain or wind I still go outside.
One failure that turned into a success was playing soccer. When I first started
playing, I couldn't even stop the ball or kick far. But now I am in the seventh grade, I
started to play better and better. And now I am one of the best players in Hamilton Grange.
One accomplishment is that I can reach the rolling ball in the field.
My ultimate goal for playing soccer is trying to be like the world’s greatest soccer
player. The impact about playing soccer is to play a lot and practice every single day. If I
get better, one day I might be better than Lionel Messi.
I would see other opponents playing sports
I would see screaming fans
People talking about what I do
I would feel the air in my face
When I run fast.
I would taste water,
PowerAde and my candy
I would smell the sweetness of my candy
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Damaris Villegas
When I was little I wanted to dye my hair blue because it shows who I am. I think
that life is never easy, we should keep trying. I believe I am brave, smart and friendly
because I’m a nice person to everybody. I think my friends are my family; they are nice.
I think if we work hard every day, we can accomplish anything.
A success that I have accomplished is when I almost got 100% on my average.
With this I have learned that with an open mind, anything is possible. I hope that I keep
being a good student the rest of my school days. I also hope that I could become a
general doctor when I grow up. I’m good at math and science, so I think I would be able
to get to the college and university that I want.
A failure that I had was on swimming. I had practice but kept failing. I gave up at
a time when I thought I couldn’t do it. But my cousin would say, “keep trying, don’t give
up; soon you are going to get this right.” This encouraged me to keep trying. Time
passed and I learned how to swim under water. Now I’m learning how to swim the other
way. This showed me that I should keep trying. Therefore, I don’t give up and keep
trying.
I would see the recipe
I would hear the oven
I would feel dough
I would taste the finished product
I would smell the delicious cupcakes
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