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SOFT SUNSET & FIRE. FLOWERS is an anthology of poctry by
the First~grade students of FS 51 M. Tl‘:e title is a quote from [ van

Nursdorfers poem, “AWhite (louds,” and (Gordon | u’s ClCCtri{:\ljiﬂg poem,

“| ava.” [Tor sixteen dags, students discussed the poetry of famous writers like,
K wame Dawes, Samdra (Cisneros, Lamgston Hughcs, Nina Simone, Fablo
Neruda and others. These pocts served as inspiration for students to write
their own poems. Students had insighhcul discussions about the meaning and
use of metaPhors, the five senses, Personhcication, imagination, alliteration and

hyperbole.

The young poets in this anthologg were excited to talk about and write
poems in every single class. Theg turned on their imagination with a click to their
temples and found themselves making hgperbo]es of fruits theg loved: “Dear
Grape, | would travel to Banglac{esh to get you” Theg Personified kitchen
objects, giving them a mouth and voice to sPeak. Students created metaphors
about someone in thcimcami]g: “My mom tastes like vanilla ice cream.” Nina
Simone’s song “] Ain't Got/] Got” inspired them to sing the blues about the
things theg don’t have, and then to celebrate all the things theg do have that can
never be taken away from them. Langston Hughes’s poem “April K ain Song”
inspired their compassion and used the rain to bless People, animals and
countries that are in need. Thcg wrote acrostics with alliteration, creating music
with the rePetition of the beginning sound of a word. With the help of Kwame
Dawes’s poem “T ornado (Child,” students became lava, rainbow, lightning and
children of other forces of nature. One student claimed that he was born in a

“fire flower.”

] am so Proud of each of the Poets in this antlﬁo]ogg. ] was so lucl(g to
work with students who ate Poetry and found it to be so yummy. ] was so haPPH

to see them Proud of themselves as they read their poems out loud. ] was also



moved bg the caring and constructive feedback theg gave each other to become
better writers. Thcse pocts rock!

This anthologg could not have been Possible without the collaboration of
the teachers and aides. | hank you to Ms. Bedzeti, Ms. Moas and Mrs.
Simone for hclping the students find words that gave voice to their imaginations
and Feclings, T hank you for your smiles as | entered your classrooms. Your
excitement sParked the students’ excitement. | am grate{iul to have been part of

this team.

Thank you to Ms. 5ing~Bocl< for inviting me to FS 51M again. Tlﬁank
you for Cherishing the arts and making it an integral Part oﬁgour school

community.

Fina”g, my sincere gratitude to [ laine C]ark and everyone at ING for
supporting Poctrg workshops for students at FS 51 M

Alba Delia [Hernandez
Teaching Artist
T eachers & \Writers Co”aborative
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Hudson Johnson
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WHITE CLOUDS
By [ van Nursdorfer

| ama
rainbow
child.

| come

like a soft
sunset.

I

get

mad,

| will not
come

after sunset.
]F]?eclgood,thc
lePrcchauns
will

ride

on

me.

| am a rainbow

child, born

in the white clouds.




AFFLES AND MOMMY
53 Mariano Ramirez

M ommy

makes
A PPlcs and APricot
R ed

Robot
] gloo |ce-(ream
A nd a”igator
N o

not.

O ctoPus otter.




LAVACHILD
Bﬂ Abir Monclal

|ama

lava child.

| come like

fire.

If] get mad, | will burn everyone and be evil.
IF | feel good,

| will try to hclp

everyone.

|ama

lava chi]d,
born in the fire.




MY MOM
By Ngla Vantcrpool

Mg mom who smells like lemonade.

Mﬂ mom who tastes like chocolate chiP cookies.
Mg mom who likes to say, “] love 5ou.”

Mg mom who looks like a Pack of cuPca!(es.

Mg mom who feels like silkg lotion.

Mg mom who dreams about the rainbow colors and sometimes my dad.
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THEMYSTERY OF THE RAINBOWS
By / oran Sredoiev

| am a rainbow child.

l come like a swir]chuP rainbow.

[f] get mad, | will make my hair rainbow and make my eyes rainbow too.
If | feel good, | will make my rainbow smile up and |'ll feel happg.

| am a rainbow }309, born in a rainbow room.
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|GOT LEGS TOWALK TO ARAINDOW UNICORN
53 Sofia Cedeno

| ain’t gotno

scooter,

but ] gota

dog to

Plag with.

| ain’t got no car, but | got
shoes to wear.

| aint gotno

pet bird, but | got a sister
to have fun with.

| ain’t got no cat, but | got legs to walk to the Park.
| ain’t

gotno grandpa,

but ] gota

grandma to

s¢eE CVCX’:Ij &ag
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LAMBORGHIN]
By Mason Florcntino

] ain’t got no money, but ] got a
basketball to

Plag with my

ball.

l an’t

got no Lamborghini,
but ] have a tog
carto Plag with.

| ain’t gotno cool cat, but | got a minivan to drive in.

l an’t

got norace car but | got a toyrace carto go in it.

l an’t
gotno Xbox,

but ]
got a

F]agf}tation
to Plag
games

in

it.

13



STRAWDERRY

B}j Mohamed Bouklioua

Dear Strawberrg,

You are
red like a

watermelon.

You

are a

triangle like a cone.

You are

sweet like cake.
When

| bite into you, | feel
like ]’m in you.

l will travel to

(_alifornia to get you.

l also want to tell you, “You’re Hummg.”

Mah o)

-~
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BDEESANDDBUTTERFLIES
Bg Aminah Rauf-_Javaid

Mg sister who smells like
Roses

Ina

Field with bees
Butterflies.

Mg sister who tastes like
A lot of cuPcakes

And cakes.

My sister who likes

To say a beautiful Pack
Of diamonds.

My sister who looks

[ ike a beautiful
butterﬂg and bee.

Mg sister who feels like
Wind blowing

T he doud away.

My sister who dreams about butterflies and

Pees Plaging toget}'ner.




ICEFPOFS
Bg Bianca Soares

Dear ]ce FOP,

You are the

color of a rainbow.
You are
star~shaped

like stars and space.
You taste

like vanilla

ice cream.

When | bite into you, |

feellike 'm in a unicorn land.

Dear, |ce FOP,
] would travel to
Mexico to get
you.

| also

want to tell you,

“| love goul”

16



GRAFLE INBANGLADE SH
By Roha Raifah

Dear Grapc,

You are
Purplc like cggplants.

You are a circle
like a blueberrg.
You are sweet like candg and

gum.
When |

bite into you,
| feel like |'m

n thejuice.

Dcar Grape, l would travel to Bangla&esh

to gct you.
l also want

to tell you,
“You’re 3umm3.”
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THEBUTTERFLY
bg | ouisa Zhao

| ama buttcrﬂﬂ child.

] come like caterPi”ars.

IF] get

mad,

J will 1q9 away to China.

If] feel goocl, | will Plag with my friends.

]ama

buttcrﬂg child,
bornin China.
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DONT HAVE FROBLEMS
By Haley Collado

| et the rain kiss

Africa so

that they

dor’t have Prob]ems.

| et the rain kiss my

whole Familg because

theg are

Funng.

| et the rain kiss cvergboc]g
so that tlﬁcg can listen.

| et the rain kiss zebras so that tlﬂeg dor’t get lost.

| et the rain kiss

me so that ] can get

my mail.

19



WATERMELON
53 Christophcr Jerzabek

My Mom
W!"IO sme“s

like PerFumc.

Mg Mom who tastes like strawberries and watermelon.

Mg Mom who likes to say,
“] am cute.”

Mﬂ Mom who

looks

like a Princess.

Mg Mom who

feels like a whale’s skin.

Mg mom who dreams about

kisses on the cheek.
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| COME. LIKE AGOLDENDBIRD
Bg Danigah Farsons

] ama
bird child.

] come like a

goldcn bird.

IF] get

mad, | will sing.

[ ] feel

goocl, | will talk.

| am a bird

child,

born in Ca]hcornia.
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ALLABOUT LOVE
Bg Gincttc Fayano

My Mom

who smells

like the sun.

Mg Mom who tastes
Pink

Mg Mom who likes to
say, “] love you.”

Mg Mom who looks like
my sister.

My Mom

who feels

happy like a rose.

Mg Mom who dreams
about PU!”P]C

G,'\\n ed4e

AVAVAV AN
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HOT NOODLES
Bg T asnim Choudhurg

Dear | asnim,

My name

Is SPoon.

| have

i brother and

2 sisters.

Myjob

is to have People put things
on me.

| live in the kitchen.

]get angry when you Put
hot food on me like

hot noodles.

lget

happg when

you dor’t cook

hot Foods on me.

Mg best friend is f:ori(.
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|LOVE MY MOM
Bg (adir Algait]wi

(5 ardens are
Bcauthcul and I:)ig to Play in.

A stronauts are amazing,
D ear Mom, you are beautiful.
| love my mom like a butterﬂg.

R abbits are nice and run fast.
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BUNNY CHILD HEAVEN
By Bella Conigliaro

| ama burmg child.

l come like a stack of snow

Fa”ing down on the snowy grounc].

If] get mad, | will throw the snow
all over the world and

shout a lot.

IF | feel good,

| will make the cutest face
andjump up and down.

| ama bunny chilcl,

born in bunng heaven

making bunnies.
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SQUIRREL CHILD
53 Kachcl Lagucrrc

l ama squirrcl child.

l come like a tree.

[f] get mad, | will throw nuts.
[f] feel goocl, | will collect nuts.

| ama squirrel child, born in forests.
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THE FINK VERY HAFFY BUT TERFLY
B y Cassiclg Carlis

| ama

Pink butterﬂg
child.

l come like a

Pink butterﬂg like a
Purple butterﬂg.
IF| get mad

| will

Hg away to my homc,
a tree.

[ [ feel

good, ] will

stay

where | am.

| am

a butterﬂg child,

bornina very,

verg happﬂ PlaCC.

tion) bomin_ (N NNO VT V(' /\/ V}/(NOFIU f/t




THENETHERLANDS
Bg O|ivcr Muir

| am a fire child.

l come like a
fast car.

IF] get

mad, | will throw ]igl'ltning at Pcoplc.

[f ] feel gooc], l will
stag where ] am.
|ama very

noisg fire chi]cl,

bOI"ﬂ

in the Nethcr]ands.
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MY NAME ISFOT
By Haf|63 Maldonado

Dear Hai!eg,

My

name is

Fot. l have

two brothers and
four sisters.

My job

is to cook chicken.
[ live

in the kitchen. | get
angry when it
gets hot.

lget

happg when

l get washed.

My best friend is
CUP‘
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ITROST CAKEWITHASFATULA
By Nusaiba Mian

Dear Nusaiba,

My name is

SPatula.

| have six brothers and
twelve sisters. ngob is
to frost cake.

| live

in a kitchen.

] get angry

when People take me up
and hold me

hard.

| gethappy
when theg

Put me

ClOWﬂ.

My best friend is CUP

QPW“‘?\/
W "saiba
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RAINDOW
Bg Nikola Sredoiev

|ama

rainbow child.

l come like fun

and rain.

H: ] get macl,

| will disaPPear.

IF | feel good,

| will come out again.
| am a rainbow

chi!d,
born in
the si<3.




IDONT KNOW
By [udson Johnson

| ain’t gotno cake,
but | gotmy gerbil
to feed popcorn and lettuce to.

| ain’t gotno chicken,
but ] gota bed to

SlCCP on.

| ain’t got no shirt,
but ] gota cupcake
to eat and

save ha”j

l ain’t got nojackct,
but | gotacarto drive in.
| ain’t gotno Phone,
but | got a train to sit on.

&

i ¥

\
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TORNADO
Bg Frank Corrigan

| am

an ocean child.
| come

like a tornado
atmy house.

IF ] get, macl,

| winjump all around.

IF ] feel good,

| will have some snacks.

| am
an ocean child, born

In ariver.

33
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Ms. Bedzeti's Class

Maya Subramanian
Justin Cruz
[ lisa Maggi
Mia Furbg
| eonardo Soares
Jordan T urner
(Gordon T u
Solych Walker
| ois Chang
F d T orreblanca
Lgdia Cl‘lang
William Guerreo
Mia Sornoza
Jaglcen Herrera
Shengyi Zhang
| una Jiang
Takigah Jackson
Astrid Roemer
[ielle Jernmark
Will Fenning
|saiah Scpulvcda
Jaslccn Rodrigucz
(Umar K han
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| AM A SUNCHILD
B}j Maga Subramanian

|ama

sun child.

l come like a ball.
IF]

get macl,

| will take

mgsel]c away.

[

| feel goo&, | will bring mgsehc
out again.

| am

child,

born

China.
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HURRICANE CHILD
Bg Jus’cin Cruz

| am

a hurricane

child.

| come like you.

H: l get mad,

| will

let you get home. OR | will not let you get
home.

[f] feel goocl, | will be happg and excited.
| am a hurricane cl’\ild,

bornina

fog,
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SHOFKINS AND THINGS | LOVE
53 E_lisa Maggi

[~ lisa eats some aPPles.

L emons love the lemon tree.

l ces and ice cream she loves.

S l’\oP‘cins she loves too.

A ”igators and ants love to eat aPPles.
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DADY SISTER AND LOUISAGIVESME ALL HER

CANDY
By Mia Furby

| et the rain kiss a
garden
so my flowers

can grow.

Let
the
rain
kiss
my mommy’s be”g te) l

can have a babg sister.

| et the rain kiss | ouisa

so she can give me all her

je”y.

| et the rain
kiss
Pandas

SO theg can be softer.

[ et the rain kiss
my heart
SO

l love the earth.
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TRANSFORMERS GAME. DOG
Bg l__conarclo SOarcs

| aimt gotno Phonc, but | got an iFacl
To Plag T ransformers game.

| aim’t
got no Erot}‘uer
but l gota

N T D

sister to

hug,

| aim’t got

no hat, but ]
gota

book to read.

| aimt

got no cat, but
] gota clog to Plag with.

| aim’t

gotno

Fish, but

] gotagumto

C!"ICW.
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Quincg HaPPy New Jcrscg
By Jordan T urner

| et the rain
kiss

New Jcrscg
so that

CVC)’HO“C can bC l‘laPPy

Lct the

rain kiss

Quincg to be a goocl at
art.

Lct

the rain kiss

]saiah 50

he canlearn.

| et the rain kiss
gori”as S0 tlﬁcy can Fig!ﬁt
Forgooc].

Lct

the

rain

kiss

me to learn more and
more

and

more.
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LAVA
53 Gorc]on Tu

| ama lava child.

] come like fire.

[f] get mad, | will burn you.
If] feel goocl, | will be cool.

| am a lava child,

born in fire flowers.

43



MY LITTLE SISTER
Bg Solych Walkcr

Mg little sister who smells like roses.

Mg little sister who tastes like a lemon lo”iPoP.

Mg little sister who likes to say, “Alﬁl’\hhhl”

My little sister who looks like a spring flower.

Mﬂ little sister who feels like a Io”iPoP.

Mg little sister who dreams about chocolate chip cookies.

. : DRAW A PICTURE OF THE PERSON IN YOUR POEM
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LAVACHILD
Bg | ois Chang

| ama lava child.

l come like lava and a stone.

[f] get madJ | will break the world.

[f] feel goocl, | will bejog.
| am a lava child.

Pormin Mag.
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My Monm
Bg ]:_:_cl Torrcblanca

Mg mom

who smells like

a chocolate
cookie.

Mg mom

who tastes like
mint ice cream.
Mg mom

who likes to say,

“Ed, l love you.”
Mg mom
who

lOO !(5 ll!(C a ChC rrg . . DRAW A PICTURE OF THE PERSON IN YOUR POEM

Mg mom who feels
squishg.

Mﬂ mom who dreams
about my dad and

me and my brot}'ler.



BORNINTHE SEA
Bg Lgc]ia Chang

|ama

lava child.

| come

like hot and
fire. | get mad,
| will

burn

the world.
[ ] feel
g00d, |

will love
you.

|ama

lava child,

bornin

thc sea.

47



FIREAFFLE
Bg Wi”iam (uerreo

Dear Cherrg,

You are red

like fire.

You are a

balllike an O.

You have a

stick like

an aPP]e.

When | bite into you,

| feellike min a cat.

Dear Cherrg, ] would travel

to Floricla to get you.
l also want to

tell you, | miss you.
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Mg Mom and Me
By Mia Sornoza

Mﬂ mom who smells
like a Pink

Hower.

Mg mom who tastes
like a

daisg.

Mg mom

who likes to say,
“Take a bath.”

Mg mom who looks like she looks
cool.

M3 mom who feels
like Hlowers and
cotton canclg.

Mg mom who dreams

O‘F me.

DRAW A PICTURE OF THE PERSON IN YOUR POEM
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GOOD GOD
BH Jaylccn Hcrrcra

| am a Skglanc{ergirl child.
| come

like

aflash.

IF] get

mad, ] will Punch.

IF | feel good, |

will take a

breath.

| am

a Skylander child, born in heaven.
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SHOFKIN
BH Shcnggi Zhang

Dear Shenggi,

My name is CUP‘ | have one brother and two sisters.
Their names are Pian Pian, bao bao and xin bao.

| live

ina

Shopkin. lget angry when you

drink water. |

get

happg when you drink strawberrg

juicc. My best friend is Spoon.
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FAFER AND MERRY-GO-ROUND
By | una Jiang

Dear ]ce Crcam,

You are

white like

paper.

You are

round like a

mcrr3~go~round.

You are

sweet like

ice and sweet like yummy cheese.
When | bite into you,

| feellike Pm inside you.
Dearlce Cream,

| would travel to (China to get you.
l also want to tell you,

“You’re so yummy.”

DRAW A PICTURE OF THE YOUR FAVORITE FOOD
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THEFLATE
BH Tal(igah Jackson

Dear Takigah,

My name is F]ate. | like when ]get washed.
l have one brother

and one sister. | heir

names are: / akita and | ahzee.
| angry

when

People

dorn’t wash

me.

| gethappy

when

l go to vacation to

New Jerscg.

Mg best friend is CUP.
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MACAROONS AND WATERMELONS

BH Astrid Roemer

Dear Orangc,

YOU are orange M(C orangc PaPCr.

You are round
like macaroons.
You are sour
like watermelons.

thn

| bite into you,

| feel like 'm
floating into
water.

Dear Orange,
| would travel to
Denmark to get
you.

l

also want

to tell you,

1

“You are yummy!

DRAW A PICTURE OF THE YOUR FAVORITE FOOD
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OFIRA
By | ielle Jernmark

Mﬂ mom who

smells like a rose and daisies.
Mg mom

who tastes like vanilla

ice cream.

My mom
who likes

to say, “I love you.”
My mom

who looks like a bunng
and Queen [ lsa.

Mﬂ mom who

feels like a strawberrg.
Mg mom

wl'\o dreams about me.

55



LIGHTNING
Bg Will Fcnning

|ama
cheetah
child.

| come

like !ig!ﬁtning.
IF] get

mad, | will

pounce.
[F]feel
good, | will
purr.

| am

a

cheetah child, born in

Africa.
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VANILLAICE CREAM
Bg |saiah Scpulvcda

My

uncle who smells like a coo

Pencﬂ

Mg uncle who

tastes like vanilla ice cream.

Mﬂ uncle who likes to say,

“lsaialﬂ.”

Mg uncle who looks

like a stick.

Mg uncle who feels like a ﬂugg couch.

Mﬂ uncle who dreams about
FlagStation.




MY LITTLE SISTER
B}j Jasleen Kodrigucz

Mg little sister smells like candy.
Mﬂ little sister tastes like gum balls.

Mg little sister looks like me and her Dad.

Mg little sister dreams about her [Dad.
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IDONT HAVE, BUT IHAVE
53 Umar K han

| ain’t gotno friend,

but ] gota comPuter

to Play games.

] an’t gotno money, but ] gota ball to roll.
| ain’t gotno love, but | gota
bed

to s]ccP

on when l’m tired.

] ain’t got no dad,

but l got my mom.

| ain’t gotno brother, but | gota
sister to

play

hide

and

seck with.
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