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ILLUMINATIONS
Great Writers on Writing

gabriel 
garcía
márquez
If you say that there are elephants flying in the sky, people are not

going to believe you. But if you say that there are four hundred and

twenty-five elephants in the sky, people will probably believe

you. . . .When I was very small there was an electrician who came to

the house. I became very curious because he carried a belt with which

he used to suspend himself from the electrical posts. My grandmoth-

er used to say that every time this man came around, he would leave

the house full of butterflies. But when I was writing this, I discovered

that if I didn’t say the butterflies were yellow, people would not

believe it. When I was writing the episode of Remedios the Beauty

going to heaven it took me a long time to make it credible. One day

I went out to the garden and saw a woman who used to come to the

house to do the wash and she was putting out the sheets to dry and

there was a lot of wind. She was arguing with the wind not to blow

the sheets away. I discovered that if I used the sheets for Remedios

the Beauty, she would ascend. That’s how I did it, to make it credi-

ble. The problem for every writer is credibility. Anybody can write

anything so long as it’s believed.
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