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ILLUMINATIONS
Great Writers on Writing

vladimir nabokov

The rhyme is the line’s birthday, as you know,

and there are certain customary twins

in Russian as in other tongues. For instance,

love automatically rhymes with blood,

nature with liberty, sadness with distance,

humane with everlasting, prince with mud,

moon with a multitude of words, but sun

and song and wind and life and death with none.
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