
Teachers & Writers Collaborative
520 Eighth Avenue, Suite 2020, New York, NY 10018-6507

Address Service Requested

Nonprofit 

Organization

U.S. Postage

PAID

Omaha, ne

Permit No. 678

teachers
&Writers
M a g a z i n e

Fall 2012 • Vol. 44, No. 2T e ach ing  C r e a t i v e  W r i t i n g       Educat ing  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n

The Bechtel Essay: Barbara Flug Colin 
Excerpts from “I Remember”  

Olivia Birdsall on Voice 

Also in this issue:

Interview with Joe Brainard

with Appreciations

Reitenberg Snapshots

Joanna FuhrmanContributors

Joe Brainard

Ron Padgett

David Stooler

Rick MoODY

Matthew BURGESS

Olivia BIRDSALL

Joanna FURHMAN



Teachers & Writers Magazine, Fall 2012, Volume 44, Number 1. Copyright © 2012 by Teachers & Writers Collaborative, 

Inc. Teachers & Writers Magazine is published four times annually by Teachers & Writers Collaborative, 520 Eighth 

Avenue, Suite 2020, New York, NY 10018. Telephone: (212) 691-6590 or toll-free (888) BOOKS-TW.

Susan Karwoska, Editor. Josh Neufeld, Designer. Printed by The Covington Group, Kansas City, Missouri. ISSN 0739-

0084. This publication is available on microfilm from University Microfilms International, 300 North Zeeb Road, Ann 

Arbor, MI 48106. Teachers & Writers Collaborative is a Partner of the Library of Congress.

Teachers & Writers Collaborative Staff: Amy Swauger, Director; Jade Triton, Director of Operations;  

Sarah Dohrmann, Education Director; Nora Battelle and Corinne Bennett, Interns.

Board of Directors: Wesley Brown, Patricia Hampl, Herbert Kohl, Bernard Levine, Phillip Lopate, Walter Dean Myers, 

Leslie Newman, Ron Padgett, David Rogers, Steven Schrader, Nancy Larson Shapiro, Robert Silvers, Alexandra Tyler, 

Carmen Valle, and Wendy Weil.

T&W Advisory Committee: Catherine Bowman, Rosellen Brown, Gabriel Brownstein, Billy Collins, Christina Davis, Sasha 

Waters Freyer, Dixie Goswami, Colin Greer, Marvin Hoffman, Kaylie Jones, Marc Kaminsky, Simon Kilmurry, Karen Koch, 

Katherine Koch, Bruce Morrow, Sidney Offit, Abiodun Oyewole, Max Rodriguez, Mike Rose, Esther Rosenfeld, Jessica 

Siegel, Martin Skoble, Mark Statman, Peter Straub, Susan Straub, David Unger, Meredith Sue Willis, Linda Winston,  

Zelda Wirtschafter, Tiphanie Yanique, Kevin Young, Bill Zavatsky.

T&W Writers in Residence: Carrington Alvarez, Allison Amend, Liz Arnold, Olivia Birdsall, Matthew Burgess,  

Susan Buttenwieser, Nicole Hefner Callihan, Anthony Calypso, Phyllis Capello, Andy Clausen, Andrew Cotto,  

Noemí Martinez Cress, Emari DiGiorgio, Sarah Dohrmann, Magie Dominic, Sandra María Esteves, Corie Feiner,  

Joanna Fuhrman, Melanie Maria Goodreaux, Susan Hoover, Frank Ingrasciotta, Dave Johnson,  

Nadia Kalman, Lee Romer Kaplan, Dean Kostos, Jason Leahey, Jane LeCroy, Caron Levis, Janice Lowe,  

Sheila Maldonado, Alisa Malinovich, Ted Meyer, David Mills, Linda Morel, Abiodun Oyewole, Liza Jessie Peterson, 

Maya Pindyck, Sarah Porter, Bushra Rehman, Carmen Rivera, Bertha Rogers, Clara Sala, Colette Samman,  

Ilka Scobie, Brook Stephenson, David Andrew Stoler, David Surface, Tara Tandlich, Alissa Torres, Karen Ulrich, 

Dorinda Wegener, Courtney Lee Weida, J. Kathleen White, Adam Wiedewitsch, Susan Willerman, Sari Wilson,  

Jie-Song Zhang, Ibi Zoboi.

T&W Funders: Teachers & Writers Collaborative programs are made possible in part by grants from 

the National Endowment for the Arts, the New York State Council on the Arts, and the New York 

City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the New York City Council. We would also like 

to thank the following foundations, corporations, and individuals: Agnes Gund, Amazon.com, Axe-

Houghton Foundation, Barnes & Noble, Bloomberg Philanthropies, Bydale Foundation, Captivate Network, 

Cerimon Fund, Con Edison, e.h.a. Foundation, ing Financial Services,  Lily Auchincloss Foundation,  Inc., 

Lotos Foundation, New York Community Trust, Poetry Foundation, Queens Council on the Arts, Rizzoli, Rockefeller 

Brothers Fund, Scheide Fund, Simon and Eve Colin Foundation, Wells Fargo, and William Randolph Hearst Foundation.

Teachers & Writers Collaborative seeks to educate the imagination by 
offering innovative creative writing programs, and by providing a 
variety of resources to support learning through the literary arts.
Teachers & Writers (t&w) carries out its mis-
sion by placing writers in New York City schools 
to teach writing to students and to lead workshops 
for teachers; by sharing effective strategies for 
engaging students in literature and writing 
through publications, online resources, and 
presentations; and by providing writers with paid 
work that draws on and supports their art.

	 Since 1967, t&w has worked with more 
than 750,000 students and more than 25,000 
teachers in New York City; published more than 
80 books about teaching writing; and issued 
Teachers & Writers Magazine, the winner of 
ten Educational Press Awards for Excellence.
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T
eachers & Writers Magazine is a quarterly periodical 

with ideas for writers who work in schools and 

teachers of creative writing. It covers contemporary 

issues and innovations in creative writing education, and 

engages writers, educators, and students in a conversation 

on the nature of creativity and the imagination.

	 Recent issues have included interviews with Jayne 

Cortez, Kevin Young, Edward Hirsch, Kimiko Hahn, Billy 

Collins, and Victor Hernández Cruz; articles about 

teaching the ode; about poets James Schuyler,  Federico 

García Lorca, and Naomi Shihab Nye; and how-to pieces 

on welcoming music and art into the poetry classroom.

	 Occasional special issues feature an in-depth look at 

subjects of particular interest to our readers. Our most 

recent special issues focused on collaboration and on 

using comics in the classroom to teach creative writing.

	 Teachers & Writers Magazine is published quarterly 

and is available by subscription or with a t&w membership.

You’ll find a variety of resources for educators, writers, and students, including:
•	 excerpts and additional resources from Teachers & Writers Magazine
•	 a link to t&w’s new blog
•	 writing ideas and exercises to use in the classroom
•	 information about t&w’s books and creative writing programs
•	 announcements of upcoming events at t&w

Subscription Rates
Teachers & Writers Magazine

Institutions
(schools, universities, and libraries)

One year/4 issues	 $45

Individuals

One year/4 issues	 $20
Two years/8 issues	 $35 

Subscribe by going to twc.org or by calling 
(212) 691-6590. Fax (for institutional purchase 
orders only): (212) 675-0171.

T&W’s new, redesigned website www.twc.org

In Memoriam
Special thanks to the Simon and Eve Colin Foundation for its support of A Poem as Big as New York City in 
memory of Robert Kenneth Flug (May 19, 1945–July 7, 2011). 
	 The core of Robert’s being was love. Kind, generous, intelligent, funny, he was a true philosopher, a 
visionary, a lover of truth who lived fully open to the world. His life was a watershed; people on the furthest 
edge of his tributaries, even perfect strangers, felt his gallantry and attentive nature as something personal. 
He could make anyone smile or laugh even when he was serious. Beloved son, brother to two brothers and 
two sisters, and their spouses, the core of a close family that expanded to include children, grandchildren, a 
god-son, surrogate children, and friends as close as family. He was a real personality, an original. Once he 
knew you, he made you part of his world—forever. He remains.

Masha D’yans is a celebrated artist whose work has been featured in books, calendars, 
merchandise, and cards created for the Museum of Modern Art. You can see more of her work 
at www.masha.com.


